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BAND HANDBOOK 2017-2018 
Course Objective 
The objective of the band program at Southeast Junior High is to help you develop your 
individual music skills to your fullest potential so that we can develop the ensemble to 
its’ fullest potential in a fun and supportive environment 
Membership 
Membership in the Southeast Bands is open to any student enrolled at Southeast who 
has had successful elementary band experience on a band instrument, or has taken 
lessons and received permission from the instructor. 
 Rehearsal Rules  
When I am on the podium: 
      My job is to teach you music by: explaining, demonstrating, and conducting.  
     Your job is to learn and contribute by: listening to me-no talking when I’m   
     on the podium; playing back what I demonstrate-by paying attention; and  
     responding appropriately- by watching my conducting; I am your helper for 
    entrances, dynamics, tempo, etc. 
Always sit up straight and use proper playing position. 
No gum, drink, candy or food is allowed in the band room. 
Try your best at all times. Do not draw attention to yourself or distract others. 
Rehearsal Procedures 
Beginning of the rehearsal: 
     Be in your chair with your instrument and music when the bell rings. 
     Have your folder and put music in the order listed on the board. 
     Percussion gets all music and all equipment ready for the music listed.  
     Make sure you have a sharpened pencil to mark your music. 
     Warm up gently and quietly. 
     Drums may only warm up on snares and only with a practice pad.  
     Do not touch anyone else’s instrument or personal belongings. 
End of rehearsal 
     The director, not the bell will dismiss the band. 
     Put your instrument on the proper shelf and your folder in the proper slot.          
     Have a name tag on your case at all times. Close and latch all cases.     
     Percussion follow posted job assignments and put away all equipment and       
     Music. 
SOAR will always be a model to follow during rehearsals and performances: 
Self discipline: knowing what is right and doing it. 
Ownership: taking responsibility for your actions and your learning. 
Achievement: doing your best at everything your do. 
Respect: showing care and consideration in your treatment of self, property, and others. 
Attendance 



Regular attendance at rehearsals and activities is extremely important. Each person is 
an important member of the band and your absence is noticed. There are no “bench 
warmers” in band.  Performances are a required part of being in band and they are a 
large part (1/3rd) of your grade. Because of this we have included a calendar of 
performances in the back of this handbook. Please refer to this calendar as you are 
making plans throughout the year. The only absences excused for performances are: 
illness, emergency, or other circumstances discussed with the director prior to the 
event. We are severely diminished by your absence. Please remember the obligation 
which you have to the other members of the band. 
Auditions and Seating 
Students are evaluated daily for playing and contribution to the group during rehearsal 
time, and weekly during lessons. 
Seating may be adjusted from time to time by the director to improve the ensemble. 
 Lessons 
Lessons are an extremely important part of our band program and a large part of the 
grades given. All students are required to take regular lessons. Small group lessons are 
offered at school. I can also be available before and after school for extra help.  
Individual private lessons are highly recommended, and can be taken through the 
University of Iowa School of Music, many qualified local musicians, or local music 
stores; I can help with lessons teacher suggestions. Our rotating lessons schedule 
depends on your regular attendance for its success. Students that consistently miss 
lessons fall behind and hold back the rest of the group. I understand that there are times 
that you can not attend your lesson because of a test or classroom assignment. When 
this happens simply sign up for a make up lesson time on the front board. 
Grades 
Letter Grades will be given for each twelve week grading period as well as the mid-
term. Letter grades will be figured on the following Standard SEJHS Percentage 
Grading Scale: 
97-100 A+; 91-96 A; 90 A-; 89 B+; 79 C+; 71-78 C; 69 D+; 61-68 D; 60 D-; 59 and below F. 
Points will be earned on the following system: 
10 points for each prepared lesson. Less than 10 points may be given for unprepared 
lessons or for not following lesson procedures of being on time with all necessary 
materials (has your lesson book, band music, or assignment with you at each lesson). 
Total lesson points + 120 points per trimester 
 
+2 points will be given for each rehearsal in which all proper rehearsal techniques are 
demonstrated. This includes all rehearsal rules. 
Total rehearsal points 120 per trimester. 
A total of 120 points will be given for all performances in each trimester. 
Tardy Policy 
Class starts 3 minutes after the bell rings. Students not in their seats ready to play will 
lose rehearsal and grade points. Please do not use the instrument storage room as the 
center of your social life. The band is counting on each of you to get ready to play.  



Performance Attire 
All Concert and Symphony Band performances will require concert dress consisting of 
the following: BOYS-white dress shirts, black pants, black shoes, black socks, and a 
black or dark tie: Girls-white blouse, black pants or long black skirt, black socks or 
nylons, and black shoes. Please avoid jeans and tennis shoes. 
Anyone needing financial assistance in acquiring their concert attire should check with 
Mr. Pringle well ahead of time. 
 Jazz Band members will be told to “look nice” or “dress up” for the performances. Nice 
slacks, or skirts, or dresses, polo shirts, blouses, sweaters, etc. of any color is 
appropriate, ties for boys are encouraged but optional. 
Practice 
It is your responsibility to practice and learn your band music. Playing tests will be 
given prior to performances. Members who have not put forth the necessary effort may 
not be allowed to participate in concerts, assemblies, or trips. If you are having trouble 
learning your parts ask for help from me or your private instructor. 
Equipment 
8th graders will need a marching lyre and flip folder from West Music for their 
performance with the City High Marching Band on Friday, September 29th. 
Reed players should have 2 reeds available at all times, Rico Royal #3 are great reeds for 
all clarinets and saxophones. 
Keep your instrument in good condition: Brass-oil and grease regularly; Woodwinds-
swab regularly.  
Keep a pencil in your folder. 
Activities 
The band presents one concert each trimester. The Solo and Ensemble Festival is in 
May. Students will have the opportunity to participate in several auditioned Honor 
Bands. 8th Graders will have an introduction to marching band and perform with the 
City High Marching Band in the fall. The jazz program will introduce players to the 
basics of jazz interpretation and improvisation. The jazz band will perform at several 
elementary schools, several concerts, and the SEIBA Jazz Festival at West High in 
March. Both bands will have the opportunity to perform in a band clinic during the 
school day at West High in March. 
 
Communication 
Email is the easiest way to get in touch with me: pringle.bill@iccsd.k12.ia.us 
I can also be reached at Southeast 688-1070 or cell 321-7165 
I will post band information, schedules, grades, and notices by email and on our school 
website. 
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The South East Website is a valuable link between teachers and parents.  Please visit 
our site to find teachers email, your student’s assignments, school events calendar, 
and other NEWS from South East and the Iowa City Community School District.  
Please bookmark our site:  http://www.edline.net/pages/Southeast_Jr_HS  
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